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Last  month we looked at the accuracy of rainfall. This month we will look at temperature.  The 

forecasts cover the period 2004 to 2008 and were produced at 11am each day and cover the whole 

country. 35 locations in all, including all the major horticultural areas from Kerikeri to Clyde.  

 

A comparison of forecast temperatures and actual temperatures is shown in Figure 1. From this figure 

we can see that the forecast isnôt too bad. Closer inspection of the graph shows that forecast at low 

temperatures is a bit low (5°C forecast vs. 6°C actual). At high temperatures we seem to have the 

opposite occurring (25°C forecast vs. 24°C actual). 

 

 
Figure 1 

 

Figure 2 shows a comparison of forecast temperatures and actual temperatures in relation to the time 

since the forecast was prepared. I was expecting the forecast to degrade as time passed but that doesnôt 

seem to be the case. If we look in very close detail at figure 2 we can see the trend produced in figure 3. 
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